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PROFESSIONAL REMUNERATION. 


Our friend in Ireland who sends the advertise- 
ments for a Medical Officer and a Veterinary In- 
spector, which we print on another page, doubtless 
desires to draw attention to the remuneration 
offered. Fifteen pounds a year is not much for an 
inspector, but as the duties are not stated it may, 
for all we know, be a handsome payment. 

The Medical Officer’s salary is interesting if we 
suppose he is not to practice privately. With the 
extras it may perhaps be £160 a year. Many ship- 
surgeons and qualified assistants have no better 
salaries, and when we _ veterinarians seriously 
estimate the remuneration our profession offers it 
may be useful to bear in mind the earnings of 
others. There are very many educated men acting 
as clergymen, solicitors, schoolmasters and bank 
clerks whose services command less than £200 per 
annum, 

What is the basis upon which payment of men is 
made? No more complex question can be put, and 
we are not bold enough to hope to find the answer, 
but it isof such interest that we may just notice a 
few of the more apparent conditions bearing on it. 

A Cabinet Minister is paid £2,500 a year. A 
first-class actor or singer receives double that sum. 
Is the remuneration according to the merits of the 
two persons ? Certainly not. The fact is there is no 
great difficulty in replacing a Cabinet Minister by 
another man equally as good, whilst you cannot re- 
place the actor or singer. A very successful barrister 
may earn £10,000 a year, but a very successful 

atent medicine man may draw in double that sum. 

he explanation here is different. The one appeals 
to the widest class of humaa beings all over the 
world—the unmitigated fools—and is able by 
machinery and assistants to supply any demand. 
The other is limited in his earnings by the impossi- 
bility of being in two places at once, and by his 
physical powers of endurance. 

_ All professional men have to submit to the same 
limitation as the barrister, and therefore their in- 
comes cannot be compared with the earnings of a 
commercial man. The veterinarian when compared 
with surgeons, lawyers, and divines does not come 
out badly if the comparison be limited to the 
average man, or rather if the comparison be made 
not to include all above the average in other pro- 
fessions. We have no big prizes. There is no 
appointment for us that reaches £1,000 a year, and 
that sum will secure the services of our very best 
men. Many practitioners earn more, but only by 
the combined efforts of professional adviser and ven- 
‘dor of drugs. 


Payment is regulated by supply and demand. 
The very fact that some of our members are alarmed 
at the increased entry into the profession, is proof that 
it offers attractions, and we can never separate the 
attractions of a calling from its remuneration. A 
veterinary practitioner who acted as executor for a 
West-end tailor relates how, when he went into the 
accounts, he was surprised at the profits made, and 
expressed his feelings to the son by saying—What 
a splendid business yours is, what magnificent 
profits! The reply was “ it had need be profitable, 
there is very little honour attached to it.” Our 
profits are not magnificent, they are, to tell the 
truth, miserably inadequate to the work done, but it 
is a pleasant calling. We ride and drive about, 
and most of our members look healthy and well. 
Very few find their way to the bankruptcy court 
and if none leave large fortunes, most get a decent 
living. 

Perhaps the loudest grumbling heard from our 
ranks is directed against the social position we hold. 
The manners, characteristics and acquirements of 
some individuals obtain for them good social stand- 
ing, but they are not assisted in this by their calling. 
On the contrary—they find it often advisable to 
leave the fact that they are veterinary surgeons 
untold. We cannot blame the public. We must 
acknowledge that our average man is not too well 
educated, and until we alter this defect we must put 
up with the position assigned to us asa body. The 
higher Matriculation Examination is approved by 
everyone simply because they know it is badly 
wanted. The proposed “four-years’-course” is 
objected to because, it is said, the cost will be out 
of proportion to the position and remuneration of 
such educated men. This is not borne out by a 
comparison with the average man in other profes- 
sions, Clergymen, school-masters and doctors 
incur 4 much larger expenditure of time and study 
aud money, but their average incomes are not better 
than ours. We may set off our advantages against 
their prizes and remember that these fall to the lot 
of only men possessing the highest attainments 
and the greatest assiduity. 


Meerina. 


The report of last Council meeting which fills so 
many of our columns this week affords much matter 
of interest. 

We must reserve till next week any remarks upon 
the various subjects considered. ‘1 
the ‘ National ’ at Glasgow now occupies most minds 
and politics may well rest till it has become 
history. 


he meeting of — 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


DILATATION OF THE (C&SOPHAGUS 
IN A HORSE. 


By A. Wacner. Translated by Jno. A. W. Dottar, 


The reported cases of cesophageal dilatation in 
the horse are very rare. This circumstance de- 
termined me to report the symptoms of a horse 
which was sent to this college (Berl. Thier. Hoch- 
schule) on the 13th April, for examination in con- 
nection with a defect existing before purchase, and 
which I had under observation for several days. 

The owner reported that the horse (a 9 year old 

ey gelding, of Belgian origin, bought 14 days 
before) showed on the first and each subsequent 
time of feeding a lump in the throat as large as a 
hen’s egg. ‘This disappeared a short time after 
feeding. For two days previously this swelling 
however, remained permanently on the spot indi- 
cated and thereupon the animal salivated a great 
deal and refused food. 

Result of the examination on April [5th.— 
The horse is in a moderately well nourished 
state, has a dry matted coat and shows on forci- 
ble extension of the head considerable interfer- 
ence with consciousness. Conjunctiva pale red. 
Rectal temperature 39°2C., pulse of moderate 
strength, 68 per minute. Impalse of the heart at 
left chest wall regular and distinctly perceptible. 
Heart sounds clear. [rom the nostrils flows a 
muco-purulent yellowish-green discharge mixed 
with particles of food. Schneiderian membrane 
reddened. Kespirations 8 per minute. Moderate 
inclination to cough. The cough is moderately 
strong, short and painful. Pressure on the larnyx 
also gives pain. No abnormal changes in the 
lung noticeable on percussion or auscultation. Food 
almost entirely refused. From the corners of the 
mouth saliva mixed with air bubbles fluws con- 


tinuously. The mouth is hot, mucous membrane 
cherry-red and swollen. Parotid region swollen 
and tender. 


A somewhat sharply defined long 
swelling of the size of one’s fist is noticeable on the 
left side of the throat about two-thirds of the way 
down. ‘This is small in front but gradually 
broadens behind in the direction of the jugular furrow 
in which it lies. The swelling is elastic, soft and 
not warmer than the surrounding parts. The over- 
lying skin cannot be moved. ‘'T'o relieve the 
pressure on it the horse turns tothe right. By this 
the swelling becomes smaller, vanishes entirely for a 
moment (contraction), and one sees a wave rise in 
the jugular furrow from the site of the swelling to 

rhaps the 10th ring of the trachea which loses 
itself in the swollen parotid region. his is 
accompanied by a dull, loud sound. Then follows 
immediately a normal act of swallowing. This 
only reaches the spot where the swelling formerly 
lay and the latter now appears of its usual size 
The bowels are confined and small quantities of 
feces only, in little hard lumps are passed. When 


drinking, a little water is greedily swallowed. This 
occasions a wave of contraction which passes down 
as far as the swelling. The latter now increases 
in length and breadth and attains double the size, 
Above, below and especially towards the back it is 
sharply defined. Its anterior part decreases in 
size and is continuous with the cesophagus which 
can still be felt as a thick cord at a distance of 
about 10 cm. from the swelling. This latter is 
hard and on its lower edge lies the tensely filled 
jugular vein. Some seconds after the last act of 
swallowing the now enlarged swelling contracts, 
without however entirely disappearing, and one then 
sees anti-peristaltic waves rise in the neck 
accompanied by a dull, loud sound. The masses of 
chewed food so regurgitated produce a fresh act of 
swallowing after which peristaltic movements of the 
cesophagus as far as the swelling become visible and 
a higher pitched less loud sound is heard. The 
swelling again increases. 

This cycle is now repeated. The first 4 to 6 acts 
of vomiting follow one another at intervals of some 
seconds, presently they become rarer and with per- 
haps 15 attempts the horse, which has during this 
time betrayed a certain anxiety, becomes quiet 
again. So that in about 10 minutes the swelling 
has returned to its former size. After each act of 
vomiting the mouth is opened and from it and from 
both nostrils flows the water previously given, now 
mixed with saliva. After these indications the 
diagnosis of dilatation of the cesophagus was not 
difficult. Neither could one be in doubt as to the 
termination of the case considering the frequency 
of the pulse, the simultaneous existence of pharyngo- 
laryngitis and the probable complication with a 
mechanical pneumonia (lit. swallowing pneumonia— 
schluck-pneumonie). The prognosis was unfavour- 
able. An operation afforded little hopes of cure 
and was not undertaken. Such an operation was 
also contra-indicated as we desired to preserve the 
anatomical picture in case of law suit. 

On longer observation I noticed that,a contraction 
of the pouch did not follow every act of swallowing 
but was more common when the pouch had attained 
a certain size. 

On the following day the symptoms were notably 
worse. In both lungs pneumonia had set in. 

On the 15th of April there were repeated slight 
colicky pains ; the patient laid down frequently only 
to rise again in a short time, and often looked round 
at his body. Temp. 40-4. Pulse 104, artery small 
and tense. Conjunctiva diffusely reddened, the eye- 
balls drawn back in their sockets, respiratiovs 15 
per minute. Expired air of a sweetish foul odour. 
A tough, slimy, dirty browa discharge is running 
from both nostrils. Flow of saliva continuous. Small 
quantities of water are readily taken, but with the 
before-described effect on the pouch. Action of the 
bowels entirely in abeyance. 

Death following a progressive decline of strength 
occurred on the 16th of April. 

The post-mortem examination made in the Patho- 
logical Institute of the University showed sever 
parenchymatous changes in the larger organs, * 
double-sided gangrenous pneumonia, hemorrbag'? 
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rhinitis and pharyngo- glossitis, ulcers in the larynx 
(from pressure) as well as a diphtheritic laryngitis 
and tracheitis. 

In the oesophagus the following changes were 
visible. The oesophagus preserves its normal 
position behind the trachea as far as the 3rd cervical 
vertebra (11th ring of the trachea), at this point it 
passes almost at a right angle to the left and front 
onto the auterior surface of the trachea, descends 
from here as far as the 6th cervical vertebra (22nd 
ring of the trachea) and then by an obtuse angle 
again attains the posterior surface. 

Where the cesophagus turns towards the back, 
the trachea is laterally compressed. The cesophagus, 
with the exception of its most anterior and posterior 
parts is dilated. 

In the dilated part two special widenings are 
noticeable—one in the neighbourhood of the 4th 
cervical vertebra. the other just in front of the 
foramen sinistrum of the diaphragm. The first can 
be inflated to the size of a strong man’s fist. It is 
sac-like and measures 13 cm.in length, its walls 
very thin, the muscular tissue on one side entirely 
gone. The second swelling ‘is bottle shaped, 13 cm. 
in circumference at the widest spot and is hard 
packed with cats. The wall at this point of normal 
thickness. From the pharynx to the first dilatation 
the lumen of the esophagus is filled with hard dry 
masses Of food. The muscular tissue, which in the 
neck is atrophied, attains its normal strength in the 
last part of the thoracic portion, and in front of the 
spot where the oesophagus becomes continuous with 
the stomach it is hypertrophied. 

The width of the cesophagus is not atall constant ; 
generally wide parts alternate with narrow ones, but 
all parts are wider than normal. The mucous mem- 
brane is bluish white, laid in little longitudinal folds, 
and is lost over a space of 8 cm, some 30 cm. in 
front of the foramen sinistrum. The inner surface 
of the muscular coat seems eroded. The boundary 
between the girdle-like defects in the mucous mem- 
brane and the normal membrane is sharp. The post- 
mortem appearances unquestionably indicate that the 
regular descent of foodin the cesophagus has been 
by of the latter in the fora- 

nh sinistrum of the diaphragm. This primar 
tion and ectosis of the entire esophagus, The fact 
that the atrophy of the wall of the sac-like special 


” dilatation on the neck (Pulsionsduvertikel) was so 


far advanced that in the event of the animal living 
its rupture was soon to be expected, allowed the 
defect to be dated back with certainty to before 
the time of sale.— Berliner Thierdrzliche Wochenschrift 


Guianpers at Lircurrerp.—No li ht 
present been thrown upon the 
landers in a stable at Litchfield, but a statement 
thas been made that one of the animals attacked had 
been used during the Yeomanry training. There 
have been several outbreaks of anthrax in the 
Ringmer and Uhalvington districts of Sussex. and 
mot only cattle but horses have died from the disease. 


GRASS DISEASE OR WHAT ? 
By E. W. Boverr, M.R.C.V.S., Bridgwater. 


On Wednesday, June 8th, I was consulted by a 
client with regard to alittle heifer nine months old, 
out at grass, which refused its food and was totally 
blind. At a little way off looked perfectly healthy, 
and had to be examined closely to detect the blind- 
ness. I told him J thought the brain was affected 
through the stomach, and advised a dose of salts. I 
also told him if there was no improvement by next 
day to slaughter it, as it was in very good condition. 

The following evening, the 9th, the owner’s son 
came and requested me to come and see a second 
animal, about the same age as the first, which was 
taken that afternoon, but the symptoms were more 
severe. On visiting the place, I found the animal 
lying down, totally blind, flapping its ears (not 
from flies teasing) foaming at the mouth and with 
tetanic convulsions of all the muscles of the body. I 
gave it a dose of Hyd. Chlor. without any result. It 
did hot remain down while we were drenching it, 
but got up and began moving in a circle towards the 
offside, so that we had to throw it and finish drench- 
ing it, but it rose immediately it was let go and 
continued circling until it came in contact with an 
apple tree and fell, but rose again and continued the 
movements until it became exhausted, and fell and 
died within an hour after my arrival. 

It being late I agreed to make post-mortem exami- 
ination next morning, but looked through the re- 
mainder of the lot before leaving, and then noticed 
a third one had red water. Next morning when 
making post-mortem examination I noticed a fourth 
one was partially blind (quite blind on off side and 
only indistinct vision of the near side). 

1 could not see sufficient on post-mortem exami- 
nation to satisfy me as to cause of death, although 
there was slight inflammation of small intestines 
and fourth stomach and, contrary to what I antici- 
pated, the fuod in the third stomach was quite soft, 
the brain also appeared healthy. 

I gave the remainder of this lot of 10, a purgative, 
but as the one first taken did not improve I adminis- 
tered Pot. Brom. and blistered the poll, and it is now 
quite well. 

I may add that the owner himself fed this lot with 
milk once a day, and that if any of them had refused 
their food it would have come under his notice. The 
orchard they were in being close to his house the 
owner had kept every year for his calves when fit 
to turn out, and had never seen anything like it 
before. The apple trees had been dressed with a 
load of earth each from the ploughed land, and there 
were weeds growing from it, but I could not see any 
poisonous plants growing here or around the edges, 
but thinking it was due to something they had eaten 
1 had them removed and had the weeds cut down. 

After reading Mr. Clark’s paper in last week’s 
Record, I thought this was a similar case, and worth 
recording, but should like to know what your 
readers think. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


The Quarterly Meeting of the Council was held at Red 
Lion Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., on Thursday, July 
21st., 1892. 

MemMBERS PRESENT. 


Geaeral Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Vety.-Colonel 
Lambert, Vety.-Captain Raymond ; Professors Penberthy 
and Walley ; Messrs. Beddard, Burnett, Donald, Fraser, 
Hartley, Hunting, Kidd, Mason, Merrick, Nisbett, 
Oliphant, Simpsopv, Trigger, and Wragg; G. Thatcher 
—", and A. W. Hill (Secretary). Mr. J. W. 

ulvey, President, in the chair. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

ABSENTEES. 

The Secretary stated that he had received letters 
from Messrs. Hedley and Whittle, regretting their in- 
ability to attend the meeting. 


PRESENTATION. 


The Secretary announced that he had received a copy 
of a lecture on “ Military Horses and their Management” 
by Vety.-Colonel Thomson, A.V.D. 

On the motion of Mr. Wrage seconded by Mr. Mason, 
a vote of thanks to Vety.-Colonel Thomson for his pre- 
sentation to the Library was unanimously carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Sir Henry Simpson, 
asking the Council to accept copies of the transactions 
of the Congress of Hygiene and Demography which were 
to be published at intervals during the next thirteen 
months. 

Mr. Mason moved that the Council accept Sir Henry 
Simpson’s offer. Mr. Wraae seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Rogers as 
follows :— 

170 Brompton Road, 8.W. 
July 18th, 1892. 

To the President and Council of the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

I wish to bring to your notice and at the same time to 
protest against the method of conducting the recent 
examination of shoeing-smiths held at the office of the 
Worshipful Company of Farriers. _ It is scarcely necess- 
ary to point out that in dealing with a handicraft like 
that of the shoeing-smiths it is essential that each candi- 
date’s work be seen by competent judges before he is 
pee as efficient in his calling. This method has 

n carried out by Agricultural Societies who have 
provided the indispensable plant, and have awarded 
prizes on the actual handiwork of the candidates The 
recent London examination of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Farriers was viva voce and conducted in a 
room at the Company’s office, 9 Laurence Pountney 
Hill, E.C., after six o’clock in the evening. Candidates 
were passed after a few minutes questioning on ele- 
mentary details of the trade, and without having 
handled a tool or seen a horse. To a man so passed a 
certificate was presented (on payment of a fee) stating 
that he was ‘duly qualified to work as a Registered 
Shoeing Smith.” It is evident that such an examina- 
tion may be passed by any man who, although possess- 
ing a smattering of theoretical horse-shoeing,is incapable 
of making or puttingon ashoe. The Council is directly 


Worshipful Company of Farriers’ scheme, and is there- 
fore largely responsible for the framing and carrying out 
of the examination. I have ventured to bring the 
matter to your notice hoping that you will use your 
best endeavours to institute a satisfactory method of 
testing a shoeing-smith—viz., a genuine practical ex- 
amination on similar lines to those pursued by Agri- 
cultural Societies and by the Plumbers Company, 
whose lines this scheme was supposed to follow. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Yours faithfully, 
H. G. Rogers. 


The Prestpent :—The letter of Mr. Rogers is certainly 
a very serious accusation against the way the examina- 
tions are conducted by the Farriers’ Company, and it is 
for you to consider what answer shall be sent to Mr. 
Rogers or whether any enquiry shall be made as to the 
responsibility of this College with regard to the method 
of examining candidates for registration. We have here 
one of the representatives of this college on that com- 
mittee— Mr. Wragg—and perhaps he will give us some 
explanation. 

Mr. Wraca:—If my memory serves me aright the 
candidates have to bring with them a certificate from 
the employer under whom they have served for the two. 
years previous to presenting themselves for examination. 
I think that is an answer that a man is an efficient horse- 
shoer before he presents himself for examination. 

Mr. J. F. Srwpson :—Who are the examiners. 

The Prestpent:—Professor Pritchard, Dr. Fleming, 
and Mr. Barford. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—After all have we anything to do 
with this? Do wenot simply send for the assistance of 
the Farriers’ Company a certain number of gentlemen 
to assist them, and are not those examiners responsible 
to the Society of Farriers rather than to us / 

The Presipent :—They are certainly responsible to us. 
if we appoint them. They are responsible to us inasmuch 
as if they consider that the Farriers’ Company is not 
carrying on the examination in a proper way they shall 
report to this Council and ask for further instructions as 
to whether they should continue to act. 

Mr. J. P. Stmpson:—Who should report to this 
Council ! 

The Prestpent :—The representatives of this Council 
who are on that committee. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson :--I take it that we have no report 
complaining of the method in which the examinations 
are conducted. ' 

The PREstpENT :—We have no report at all 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I think it is a matter for the 
Society of Farriers and not for us. If our representa- 
tives consider that the matter is not being properly dealt 
with their duty would be simply to resign their positions 
and let the Farriers’ Company re-organise, but at the 
present time it is no business of ours to take any notice 
of acommunication in the form of a protest from one 
individual. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—I have seen a correspondence in 
the public press about this matter, in a paper called The 
Sportsman, which is evidently written with tremendous 
animus. My opinion is that this correspondence is in- 
judicious as far as the profession is concerned, and 
should support wnat Mr. James Simpson has said, and 
propose that we pass on to something else, unless it 1 
the feeling of the meeting that we are deeply concern 
in the matter. 

Mr. TxtccEr :—I should like to know upon what 
authority this letter is written—is it from hear-say, 
was the gentleman actually present at the examination 

The Prestpent :—Mr. Rogers presented himself as 4 
master farrier for examination and received a certificate 


represented on the Registration Committee of the 


from the Farriers’ Company. He tells us he was never 
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asked whether he worked in a shop, and as a matter of 


fact he never did. 
Mr. J. F. Srwpson :—I beg to eo that Mr. Rogers’ 
Company of Farriers 


letter be sent to the Worshipfu 
without comment by this Council. 

Vet.-Col. Lampgert:— When Mr. Rogers presented 
himself as a master farrier, was it known tothe examiners 
that he was a veterinary surgeon, because if he said he 
was a veterinary surgeon, with a large shoeing-forge he 
would be supposed to know something about it, and 
although the examiners in that case might have been 
surprised they would think themselves forced to give him a 
certificate. 

Mr. Fraser :—Not unless he says “ I can shoe hcrses.” 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—If ja man presents himself, you 
do not want any assurance; you suppose that by his 
coming forward he knows how to shoe horses. 

Mr. Mason :—I take it that Mr. Rogers has got the 
= under false pretences, if a certificate is re- 
quired. 

Mr. TriccerR :—I beg to second Mr. J. F. Simpson’s 
motion that Mr. Rogers’ letter be referred to the Farriers’ 
Company without comment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Sxcretary read a letter from Mr. John Arm- 
strong, Hon. Secretary of the Border Counties’ Veteri- 
nary Medical Societv, stating that the two following 
resolutions had been unanimously agreed to at the last 
general meeting of that society: 1. “That a higher 
class matriculation examination be imposed, the highest 
value to be placed on English.” 2. “ That the subject of 
a four years’ scheme so far as examinations are concerned, 
has not been shown to be an urgent one, but that this 
society would like to see a written examination added to 
each table, in the professional examination Ist, 2nd, 
and final.” 

Finance CoMMITTEE. 


The Szcrerary read the report of the Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. Wrace moved “ That the Report of the Finance 
Committee be adpted and that the Council authorise the 
treasurer to draw cheques for the several amounts to dis- 
charge the liabilities.”’ 

Vet.-Capt. RaymMonp seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Registration | a] 


Committee which stated that the committee had con- 
sidered the case of Mr. R. Beart on a charge of profes- 
sional misconduct under section 6. The Solicitor reported 
that he had summoned Mr. Beart, and a person who at 
first represented himself as the person complained of 
—— The solicitor stated the nature of the com- 
plaint, and the publication of the circular was admitted. 
After some time the person complained of stated that he 
was not Mr. R. Beart but was Mr. George Beart, an un- 

ualified person, practising in the name of Mr. R. Beart. 

he committee recommended that he be prosecuted 
under the 17th section and that the case of Mr. R. Beart 
be proceeded with on the charge of covering an unquali- 
fied person. The committee also recommended various 


, Qn the motion of Professor WatuEy, seconded by Mr. 

J. F. Simpson, the report was agreed to. 

%,.. ets moved that the solicitor be authorised 
prosecu persous mentioned i 

that the seal of the College be affixed Pa 


other prosecutions. 


Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was carried. 


GENERAL Commtrres. 
the report which recommended 
at the Council sho advertise for tende inti 
the inside of the building. 


The Prestpent :-—It would take some little time and 
would be a considerable expense to advertise for tenders 
to do the internal work ot painting this building. I 
would suggest whether it would not be desirable to select 
five or six firms and ask them to send in tenders. 

Mr. TR1GGER :—As a member of the General Purposes 
Committee, I understood that was the decision we came 
to. 1 thought we left it in your hands to select five or 
six responsible firms to send in tenders. 

Veterinary-Colonel Lampert :—May I ask whether we 
can afford this outlay—whether there are any funds for 
the purpose? When I was in the chair we were obliged 
to defer the matter because Mr. Wragg said we could not 
afford the expense, and I should like to ask if we can 
afford it now. We have been put to very great expense 
lately and our funds were very low up to a few weeks 


0. 

Mr. Wrage :—I question very much whether we can 
afford it until after Christmas. 

Mr. Fraser :—I move that the report of the committee 
be adopted. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp seconded the motion. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—After having heard the statement 
of the treasurer I will move an amendment “ That the 
painting of the building be deferred for six months.” 

Mr. Nissert :—I beg to second that. 

The Prestpent :—Do you wish that the reportof the 
committee should be thrown out ? 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—No ; I do not wish to throw any 
cold water upon the committee's report. My only pro- 
position is that we defer the adoption of the recommen- 
dation of this report for six months. 

The Prestpent: It is proposed that the report of the 
General Purposes Committee be received and adopted, 
but that the work be not done for six months. 

Agreed to. 


CoMMITTEE re METHYLATED SPIRIT. 


The SxcrErary read the report as follows: “The 

solicitor reported that he had communicated to the Board 
of Inland Revenue the resolution passed at the last 
meeting, and that he had received a reply to the effect 
that after full and careful consideration the Board of In- 
land Revenue were not prepared to accede to the pro- 
posal that members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons should be granted the general power to use 
methylated spirit with the addition of a quantity of 
oes. 
Captain Raymonp moved and Mr. J. F. Simpson se- 
conded “ That the secretary be instructed to communi- 
cate with the Pharmaceutical Society and the Society of 
Chemists to ask if any addition can be added to methy- 
lated spirit which shall enable veterinary surgeons to use 
such spirit without restrictions in the treatment of 
domesticated animals.” 

This Was carried. 

Professor WALuEy said that he had communicated with 
the Inland Revenue Office in Edinburgh on the sub- 
ject, and had been informed that the only two things 
which could be used were chloroform and ether. 

On the motion of Captain Raymonp, seconded by Mr. 
J. F. Simpson, the report was adopted. 


Court or ExaMINERS. 


The Secretary read the report which stated that at a 
meeting of the examiners held in London on and bejyeen 
May 16th and 20th, 1892, the results were as follows :— 
in Class C 29 passed and 22 were rejected; in Class B 
34 passed and 8 were rejected; in Class A 49 passed and 
21 were rejected. At a meeting in Glasgow the results 
were: in Class C 12 passed and 9 were rejected; in Class 
B 15 passed and 5 were rejected; in Class A 14 
and 12 were rejected. In Edinburgh, (Dick College) Class 
C 18 passed and 18 were rejected ; Glass B 33 passed and 
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12 were rejected; Class A 35 ‘and 17 were re- 
jected. (New College), Class C 11 passed and 9 were 
rejected ; Class B 22 passed and 10 were rejected ; Class 
A 13 passed and 13 were rejected. ' 

The SzcretaRy read a letter signed by the chairman 
of the Court of Examiners at the Practical Examina 
tion, which was accompanied by some certificates of 
students, on the examination as to soundness, from 
which it appeared that several students in Scotland showed 
a lack of manipulative tact, and inability to detect which 
was the lame leg of a horse. The writing of certificates 
after the examination for soundness in many cases was 
most indifferent, especially with regard to marks of 
identity. The report also showed the difficulty the 
secretaries had experienced in obtaining fresh cattle for 
the students to be examined upon. The report also 
mentioned that in Edinburgh, many of the legs supplied 
were in such an advanced stage of decomposition as to be 
of little use. 

The Prestpent :—With the report some certificates 
are enclosed. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—Why had Mr. Heaton to retire, 
was it owing to illness ? 

The Secretary :—He had to leave suddenly owing to 
ill-health. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp ; —Why were not the cattle chang- 
ed at the London examination ? 

The Secretary :—Because we could not get them. 
We sent up each day, but could not be supplied; it was 
not from want of attention on our part, but on the part 
of the officers at Camden Town. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—I should like to ask why the 
legs were in a rotten state at the Edinburgh examination. 
I think it is a very serious thing. 

Prof. Watiey :—We found the greatest difficulty in 
getting legs. We have not so many horses going to the 

ackers in Edinburgh as in London. In order to get legs 
we have to collect them some little time before the ex- 
amination. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—I would suggest that a con- 
tract be entered unto between the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and Harrison Barber & Co. to under- 
= to supply a certain number of legs in a sound condi- 

ion, 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—Is it not possible for the students 
who are examined to be taken to the Cattle Market to 
look at the cattle and sheep instead of bringing two or 
three animals to the College. It strikes me as being 
rather a farce, especially as they are used over and over 
again, The report of the Examiners for the practical 
examinations is the most serious thing we have heard for 
some years. I do hope that the College will take some 
steps to ensure that the practical examination is carried 
out in a proper manner. It is most unjust to the ex- 
aminers to have to write their names to diplomas when 
they have not had a proper means of testing the men. 

Sir F, FirzWyoram :—I cannot think the excuse 
given for the London body is sufficient. It is quite clear 
that steps might have been taken so that students might. 
go up to the cattle market, had there been any real desire 
todo so. 1 think the gentlemen ought to be equal to 
the emergency. To have three cows comin up at Glas- 

ow or Edinburgh day after day to be examined by stu- 

nts is making a farce of the whole thing. 

Prof. Wattry :—I think in making these accusations 
the examiners ‘Should in all justice and fairness have 
stated from which college the students came whom they 
found so terribly deficient in all practical matters. It is 
not fair to lump together the whole of the colleges and 
say that all these men or a great number of them were 
incapable of carrying out the slightest possible manipu- 
Poe sy I must ask the Secretary to direct that’ in 

uture reports of that kind it be distinctly stated to what 


college the men belong against whom these complaints 


are made, It is unjust. 


All I can say is that if any of 


my men --taking them all round—made any mistakes such 
as are here stated they ought to be ashamed of them- 


selves. 


Tshould like to point out, however, that some 


of the men come back to the college after being away in 
practice and therefore we are not responsible for them in 
any way. Hitherto the examinations in Edinburgh in the 
horse-department have been held at Scott and Com- 
pany’s, and the cattle examination has been held at the 
abattoir. This year Scottand Co. made so much fuss about 
it, that Mr. Rutherford asked my colleague Prof. Baird 


to supply him with six fresh horses every day from the 
That was done. With regard to 
the cattle Mr. Rutherford asked me weeks before to try 
and get him the cattle. It was felt, as the horse-exami- 


Tramways Company. 


nation had to be held at the college, that the cattle 


examination should be held there too tosave time. 


said I would try and get the cattle for him and I put 
myself in communication with men who were may | to 
ose 


be able to get them. The cows which I got were t 


which were principally examined upon. The foot and 
great 
With 


mouth and pleuro-pneumonia restrictions were so 
that it was a difficult matter to move the cattle. 


reference to what has been said about this being a farce, 


I do not agree with that statement. 


proper clinical examination. 


side. 


Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—Prof. Walley has told jus that 
Prof. Baird supplied the horses for the examination. He 
I do not suppose there is 
anything wrong, but still it might look bad. I see that 
Dr. Noel Paton acted occasionally for Dr. McKendrick 
I should like to ask who Dr. Noel 
Is he appointed by the Royal College of 


is an official of the college. 


and Dr. Halliburton. 
Paton is. 
Veterinary Surgeons? 


Prof. Wattey: — He is a well-known Edinburgh 


Teacher. 

The PrestpENnt :—It is customary in the event of ill- 
health, or absence of an examiner for the Court of Exam- 
iners to select a substitute. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—It appears to me that for this 
examination there was a regular family party. 

Prof. WaLLEY :—Vet.-Capt. Raymond has stated that 
I said that Professor Baird selected the horses. I should 
have said that he asked the Tramways Company people 
to send up the horses. Perhaps I made a mistake there, 
Professor Baird never saw any of the horses at all. 

Professor Pensertuy :—I think we should enter into 
some special arrangements for getting fresh materials for 
the students to be examined upon, and that this College 
should as far as possible do the whole of it. There 
should be no chance of the students seeing the animals 
before hand, At the present time I am afraid the matter 
is not well regulated, and I think the Council will do 
well if they lay down some definite lines which should be 
acted upon. I think a small committee of the Coun 
say the president, treasurer, and someone else should be 
asked to select the animals and in some way regulate the 
supply for the examination. 

_ Professor WaLLEy :—Personally I should be very glad 
indeed that that should be done. ‘ 

Mr. James Simpson :—I quite with Professor 
Penberthy. We ought not to look to the schools to SUP" 
ply us with materials for the examination. Over ®? 
over again complaints have been made at all the College 
of the materials supplied. It is not only unfair to see 
but it is putting them in a position in which they oug' 


You cannot get a 
sufficient number of cattle which are ill to institute a 
The only thing the ex- 
aminers can do is to find out whether the students can 
manipulate the cattle in a proper manner, and point 
out where disease is liable to be, and how they can arrest 
it. 1t doesnot matter whether there is one animal or 
40, it comes to the same thing. We did all we possibly 
could in the matter, but we were hampered on every 
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not to be, and it is ungracious on our to find fault 
with the subjects they have provided. If we clamour for 
perfection and insist upon it we must pay for it, and if 
we pay extra and are unable to make a profit out of the 
examinations of the students we must raise the fees. 
Until we take the whole matter into our hands I do not 
think we have any right to find fault with the schools 
and with the material they find for the examination of 
the students. I am reminded that we pay for the 
material which is provided, but we throw the responsi- 
bility of the quality of that material upon the principals 
of the schools. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—I beg to move that the report 
be received and adopted. 

Professor PENRERTHY seconded the motion which was 


agreed to. 


CONFERENCE OF PRINCIPALS OF ScHooLs, EXAMINERS, 
AND Members or CoUNCIL. 


The Secretary read a report which stated that at a 
conference held on the 20th of July the four years 
scheme of professional education was submitted, discussed, 
altered and finally approved. The syllabus of the sub- 
jects of examination was then also submitted, discussed 
altered and finally approved of. 

On the motion of Vet.-Capt. Raymonp, seconded by 
Professor the report was received and 
adopted. 


FarrRiEr’s Company ReaistratTion CoMMITTEE. 


A ballot was taken and Dr. Fleming, Mr. F. W. Wragg 
and Mr. Wm. Hunting were elected to serve on the 
General Registration Committee of the Worshipful Com- 
pauy of Farriers in connection with the Registration of 

hoeing Smiths. 


Morton sy Mr. Kipp. 


Mr. Kipp moved “ That steps be taken by this Coun- 
cil to ascertain whether these persons whose names ap- 
pear in the list of existing practitioners under the Vet- 
erinary Surgeons Act 1881 have the right to use the title 
of “ Veterinary Surgeon.” 

Vet.-Col. Lampert said that for the purposes of dis- 
cussion he would second the motion. 

Prof. Watiey :—In order to save time I would sug- 
gest that the solicitor be requested to state his opinion in 
the matter. 

Mr. TuatcueER (Solicitor) :—My opinion is that the 
registered existing practitioners caunot be prevented 
from using the title “ Veterinary Surgeon.”’ The Char- 
ter of 1844 gives the profession the exclusive right of 
using the term “ veterinary surgeon.” The question is 
Has that title been abrogated in any way? Section 14 
of the Act says “The said Charters of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons are hereby confirmed and are 
‘declared to be and shall be in full force and virtue except 
So far as the same are by this Act altered, or as the 
same are inconsistent with this Act.” Therefore we 
have to see whether there is anything in the Act which 
18 inconsistent with the Charter of 1844. The Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons is said to be the register of vet- 
“erinary surgeons as provided by the Charter of 1876, at 
which time there were only two classes who were called 
veterinary surgeons, viz. Fellows and Members. Section 
15 of the Act says“ Where at the passing of this Act any 
persou practises and has continuously for not less than 
dive years next before the passing of this Act practised 
veterinary surgery in the United Kingdom, but is not on 
the Register of Veterinary Surgeons, he shall be entitled 
subject to the provisions of this Act, to be placed on a 
separate register under the heading of “ Existing Prac- 
titioners.” Section 17 says that after the 31st of 
December, 1883, any person, other than a person who for 
the time being is on the Register of Veterinary Sur- 


eons, is not to be entitled to practise and is liable to be 
fined. Sub-section 2 says “ From and after the same da 
a person other than as in this section mentioned sh 
not be entitled to recover in any court any fee or charge 
for performing any veterinary operation.” Therefore 
unless this separate register, forms part of the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons, as in my opinion it does, you 
have this inconsistency in the Act, that section 15 gives 
certain persons certain rights to act as veterinary sur- 
geons, and sub-section 2 of section 17 says they are not 
entitled to recover, and sub-section 1 says they are to 
be prosecuted if they attempt todo so. If it is desired 
that the College shall go to the expense of stating a case 
for counsel, I shall be willing to prepare it and submit it 
to Mr. Kidd in order that he may see that there is noth- 
ing left out that he wishes to go in. 

Mr. Kipp :—My reason for bringing this matter up 
was to have a definite opinion, but by no means to go to 
law. I do not cast the slightest reflection on Mr. 
Thatcher’s opinion, but he does not seem to me to have 
explained the difference between being “in” and “ on” 
the register. 

Vet.-Capt. Kaymonp:—I suppose that all Mr. Kidd 
has to do is to move that counsel’s opinion be taken on 
the subject. 

Mr. Kipp :—I will be satisfied with that. 

Mr. Huntine :—Is it worth while going to any further 
expense in the matter in the face of the extremely clear 
opinion given by our solicitor, one which I fail to under- 
stand how anybody can misunderstand ; and that simply 
because a motion is brought forward by Mr. Kidd, and 
seconded by one other gentleman ? 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—I only seconded the motion in 
order that the subject might be discussed, and it must 
not be taken that I agree with Mr. Kidd. 

Mr. Huntine:—I am very glad to hear Vet.-Col. 
Lambert’s explanation, because it leaves Mr. Kidd the 
solitary exponent of the doctrine ,which the Solicitor 
has just now exploded. Under those circumstances, 1 
will suggest that we do not pay any further attention to 
it and do not go to any expense in the matter. 

Mr. Kipp’s motion that counsel’s opinion should be 
taken was put and lost. 


The obituary list was read. 


Prof. Wattey :—I should like to ask one question. 
In this four years’ scheme no provision has been made as 
to the Jength of terms and the period of study. When 
will that have to beconsidered/ Hereafter ? 

Mr. Huntine :—That will be left to the schools I 
should think. 

Prof. WaLitey :—It must be settled how long we are 
going to have the terms; all I want to know is when it 
will be discussed. 

The Prestpent:—I take it that the Principals of 
Schools will settle their own length of terms. If you 
want te go intw this it can be done at the next meeting, 
if you give notice to bring it on. 


MEETING. 


At the termination of the above meeting a special 
meeting of the Council was held to consider the following 
notices of motion :-- 

Ist. By Professor Tuomas WALLEY : 

“That Students who have not attained the age of 
twenty-one shall be allowed to present themselves 
for the “C” Examination, and if they pess, the 
Diploma be retained until they are of age.’’ 

2nd, By Professor PENBERTHY : 

as t after the appointment of the next Examinin 

Board a written Examination of the sev 
classes shall be instituted.” 


3rd. By Captain Raymonp : 


4 
| 4 
| | 
4 
4 
7 
4 | 
| 
| 
3 
7 
‘> 
| 
2 { | 
r 
o ing ee 
g 
rte 
ad 


56 YHE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly 30, 18G2. 


(1) “That on and after the 7th September, 1893, Stu- 

dents who enter the Veterinary Schools shall, 

rior to their first Professional Examination by 

the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, pro- 

duce a certificate that they have passed the 

Preliminary General Educational Examination 

of 1st January, 1892, of the General Medical 

Council, or produce an educational certificate 
recognised by that body.” 

(2) “That after the 7th of April, 1895, no Student 
shall receive the Diploma of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons until he proves to the satis- 
faction of the Council of the said College that he 
has studied at one or more recognised Veterinary 
Schools for a period of not less than four years. 
No Student at a recognised school on or before 
the 7th April, 1892, shall be affected by this 
resolution.” 

(3) “That after the 7th April, 1895, each Student who 
is a candidate for the Diploma of the Royal Col. 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons shall during his 
academical course be subjected to and pass four 
examinations. No Student at a recognised school 
on or before the 7th April, 1892, shall be affected 
by this resolution of the Council.” 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—I beg to move: “ That on 
and after the 7th September, 1893, Students who enter 
the Veterinary Schools shall, prior to their first Profes- 
sional Examination by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons produce a certificate that they have passed the 
Preliminary General Educational Examination in force on 
the Ist January, 1892, of the General Medical Council, or 
= an educational certificate granted in Great 

ritain or lreland recognised by that body.” I have 
divided my notice of motion into three parts, and it will 
be seen that I have modified it somewhat in order to meet 
the views of some gentlemen who have spoken to me on 
the subject. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert seconded the motion. 

Prof. Watiey :—Capt. Raymond’s motion as amended 
says: “ Certificates granted in Great Britain or Ireland.” 
I object to his altering his motion because we get 
students, as is well known, from the Colonies, India, 
America and various other places, and J think it would be 
very unfair to cut out all these certificates. Surely if 
they are good enough for tht General Medical Council to 
accept they are good enough for us. I beg to move that 
the motion as originally drafted be accepted. 

e Presipent:—Do you agree to that i 
you ag , Captain 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :--Yes, I will accept it. I will 
put in averbal alteration however, and my motion will 
then read: “That on and after the 7th September 
1893, Students who enter the Veterinary Schools shall, 

rior to their first Professional Examination by the 

yal College of Veterinary Surgeons, produce a certifi- 
cate that they have passed the Preliminary General Edu- 
cational Examimation in force after the 1st of January 
1892, of the General Medical Council, or produce an edu- 
cational certificate recognised by that body.” 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—I will second that. 

Mr. James F. Srmpson :—May I ask to whom these 


. certificates are to be produced ! 


the Secretaries. 
r. James F. Simpson :—There is a rule wi 

to the examination which says that no student shall Gan 
his diploma until he has ed an examination by the 
College of Preceptors. ertain certificates have been 
sent here by the examiners in class C, and I hardly think 
we shall be satistied to accept from any of the Schools a 
statement that these gentlemen have been passed by an 
examining body. These certificates are a disgrace to pond 
Board School boy in the 3rd Standard, and to tell us 


that these men passed the College of Preceptors before 
they entered the different Schools either in England or 
Scotland is to offer an insult to the Council, I therefore 
ask Capt. Raymond to say distinctly that these certificates 
shall be produced to the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons before the Students are allowed to 
come up for examination. 

Vet-Capt. Raymonp:—I take it for granted that the 
certificates and other requisite documents will be handed 
to the Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in the usual way. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I know that is your intention, 
but [ want you to word your resolution so that there may 
be no mistake about it. 

Prof, WaLtey :—The Colleges never receive the men’s 


certificates, nor do they say they have passed such and 


such an examination, the men have to present their 
certificates to the respective Secretaries and the Colleges 
have no more to do with it than this Council. 

Mr. Tuatcuer (Solicitor) :—The regulations for the 
examination of Veterinary Students in General Educa- 
tion say : “Students who enter the Veterinary School 
shall, prior to their first Professional Examination by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, undergo an 
examination in the under-mentioned subjects, or pro- 
duce a certificate.” 

Vet.-Capt. RayMonp :—In my motion I have copied 
the wording from the Rules. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—It says that they shall pass an 
examination. I say these men could not, everyone of them, 
pass an examination. 

Mr. THatcHER:—They were bound to produce some 
certificate. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Any Principal of a School would 
discover that these men ought never to have been ad- 
mitted by the Royal College of Preceptors. 

Prof. WaLLEy :—I object to the statement made by 
Mr. Simpson. The Principals of the Schools have abso- 
lutely nothing to do with the educational business. 

The Prestpent:—Mr. Hill will perhaps tell us 
whether he receives the educational certificate before a 
student goes up for his first examination. 

Mr. Hitt (Secretary) :—No, I do not, I only receive 
the certificate of birth. 

Prof. WatLtey:—No student in the Edinburgh or 
Glasgow schools goes up for his first examination unless 
he hands his certificate to the Secretary, Mr. Rutherford. 
The schools have nothing to do with it. , 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—I will amend my motion by 
adding the words: “To the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The motion as amended was then put and agreed tv. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—My next motion is: “That on 
and after the 7th April, 1895, ‘no student shall receive the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons until 
he proves to the satisfaction of the Council of the said Col- 
lege, that he has studied at one or more of the recognized 
veterinary schools for a period of not less than four years. 
No student at a recognized school on or before the 30th 
January 1893, shall be affected by this resolution.” It 
will be noticed I have introduced an alteration in the 
date as it gives an extra period. It is a loss of time in 
pong” it gets rid of the opposition of the 

o say they cannot man i riod 18 
ached y age unless this extra pe 

Prof. WALLEY seconded the motion as amended. The 
motion was put and agreed to. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—My next motion is“ That after 
the 7th April 1895, each student who is a candidate for 
the diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
shall during his academical course be subjected to and 
pass four examinations. No student at a recogn! 


y| school on or before the 30th J anuary, 1893, shall be 


affected by this resolution of the Council.” 
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»Prof. seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 
Morion By Proressox WALLEY. 

Professor WaLLEy :—I beg to move “That student 

who have not attained the age of 21 shall be allowed to 

resent themselves for the “ C ” examination, and if they 
pass, the diploma be retained until they are of age.” Up 
to a certain period students were allowed to present 
themselves for the pass examination if they had attained 
the age of 20. About two or three years ago that rule 
was altered and they were not allowed to present them- 
selves until they had attained the age of 21. I, in com- 
mon with all other teachers, see very great hardships in 
this matter. Men who have not attained the age of 21 
within a few weeks are kept back for a period of, in some 
cases, six or nine months. We consider that is a very 
great hardship. J ask that those men shall be allowed to 
present themselves but that their diploma shall be re- 
tained. There is an alteration here I wish to make, and 
if I am not allowed to do it I shall be obliged if some- 
one will amend it, that is, to make it read: “Students 
who have attained the age of 20, but not 21, so that that 
will not admit anyone under 20. 

Mr. Burnett seconded the motion. 

The Presiwent:—There is no objection to you alter- 
ing it. 

r. TricGER :—The objection to Professor Walley’s 
motion is that it allows every student when he is 20 to 
ge up for his examination so long as he does not apply 

or his diploma. That is what the Council has objected 
to, and they altered it to 21. I therefore move an 
amendment that the bye-law remain as it is. 

Mr. Simpson seconded the amendment. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert:—May I speak in favour of the 
amendment, namely, that the bye-law remain as itis. I 
shall vote for that because I think that the dignity of the 
profession requires that a man should be of age before he 
presents himself for the diploma. 

Professor PENBERTHY :—I have often witnessed the 
os inconvenience spoken of by Professor Walley, and 

should like to be able to support him in his proposition 
if I could, but I see very great difficulties. I would not 
give more than six months limit at any rate. If the 
Council without losing any of its dignity can arrange 
this matter according to Professor Walley’s views I 
should be very glad, but there are certainly difficulties as 
regards giving aman a diploma before he is 21. Of course 
you cannot give him any rights. 

Mr. Huntine :—I wish to oppose Professor Walley’s 
proposition for this reason, if we make it 19 there would 
be the same hardships for the men who were a week off 
that age. The Council has decided and the profession 
has approved that 21 be the age. Now what is the ob- 
jection to letting a student pass the examination and re- 
taining the diploma as Professor Walley suggests? It is 
this, that he will come away from a school at 15 and go 
to College a boy ; he will know nothing of animals or men 
except what he gets through books. We shall be manu- 
facturing book-worms, the worst objects on the face of 
the earth. | most strenuously object to the boy being 
forced by the arrangements oi this College to go from 
school at 15 to the Veterinary College and to get into 
practice simply from book knowledge and without any 
knowledge of men or things. . 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—If Professor Walley’s motion is 
carried in the form in which it appears on the paper a 
student if acate enough to squeeze through his examina- 
tion can get through at the age of fourteen for that 
matter. 

Professor WatLey :—I have amended it so as not to 
allow a student to enter before he is 20. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—If Professor Walley’s alteration 
is sanctioned by this Council then I see the objections 
which Mr. Hunting has pointed out. You must draw a 


hard and fast line. The Council have already fixed the 
age at 21. Let that be the hard and fast line. You can- 
not retain a man’s diploma after he has passed his exam- 
ination ; he can demand it. 

The amendment that the bye-law should stand un- 


altered was put and agreed to. 


Morion BY PROFESSOR PENBERTHY. 


Professor PenBEeRtHY :—The motion of which I have 
given notice and which I now move is “ That after the 
appointment of the next examining board a written 
examination of the several classes shall be instituted.” 
I have no desire to interfere with any arrangements by 
laying down any date as to the next examining board or 
any other. We have agreed to the principle of written 
examinations which was the object of my proposition, 
and the earlier it comes on the better. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—I beg to second the motion. 

Professor Wa.tigy :—I beg to move that it be not 
passed. I donot quite understand Professor Penberthy’s 
object in the matter. The principle has been passed, 
and it is agreed that we are to have a written examina- 
tion with all students who join after the 30th December, 
1893, that is, all students who come up under the new 
regulations. Now you are going to introduce a thing 
which will interfere with students already in the Col- 
leges, or who may join before that date. Hitherto a 
thing of that kind has never been forced upon the pro- 
fession. The prospectuses of the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege have been issued in which there is no mention of a 
written examination; and men who were thinking of 
joining the profession and preparing for it would 
naturally say “ Why have you altered this at the last 
hour?” 

Mr. Hunt1na :—I intend to support the principle but 
not quite the arrangement proposed by Professor Pen- 
berthy. I note the objection pvinted out by Professor 
Walley—at any rate I paraphrase his words in my own 
way—that until the new preliminary examination, or in 
other words, until the new educated student enters this 
profession it will hardly be fair to ask him to undergo a 
written examination, 

Professor WaALLEy :-—fhat was not my motion. 

Mr. Huntine :—To provide against that I would sug- 
gest that we adopt a written examination immediately 
this student enters the profession, that is to say at the 
May examination of 1894. One more thing I must refer 
to. It is an extremely difficult thing to get any body 
which has gone in one groove for 40 years to go in another 
groove. We shall find that the introduction of a written 
examination requires a great deal of organising. Itisa 
thing utterly unknown to us. One thing occurs to me 
at once—where should we hold it? This room would 
not hold class “A” at a written examination. If we 
hire a room there is extra expense. If we tried to 
examine classes “ A’ “B” and “C” on one day where 
should we get the hall? It would cost us £5 a night for 
is. Now, by way of getting gradually into the thing, if 
we put a written examination on for class “A” in May 
1894 and gradually increase it so that class “ B ” does the 
written examination the next year and “C” the next, 
we shall in that way gradually introduce the written 
examination and the whole thing will be in workin 
order for the new four years scheme. It seems to me i 
we could adopt something of that kind we should do away 
with nearly all the practical difficulties, and the algost 
impossible event of the uneducated student doing a 
written examination before he can write. I propose that 
May, 1894, be fixed as the date of the first examination. 
Will Professor Peuberthy accept that / 

General Sir Frepx. FirzWycaram :—I see no reason 
at all why we should pass uneducated students for the 
next three years. 1 support the immediate adoption of 


the written examination. There would be no hardship 
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The men are supposed to have passed an educational 
examination, and it will give us an opportunity of find- 
ing out whether that examination has been good or 
not. / 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—May I point out the difference 
between this four years’ scheme and the proposition made 
by Professor Penberthy ? Professor Penberthy proposes 
this should come into operation after the next appoint- 
ment of examiners, but if we adopt the four years’ scheme for 
the professional education it says that no student of the 
College when this scheme is sanctioned by the Council is 
in any way affected by it, and an interval of three years 
is to be passed between the passing of the scheme and its 
coming into force. Moreover, Professor Walley says 
that in the prospectuses issued by the Principals of the 
Colleges they have not intimated to intending students 
that they will have to be examined in writing, neither is 
it necessary if you look to the regulations for the profes- 
sional examination, because they say that students shall 
be examined; they do not say how or in what way 
but simply “examined,” and it is for the Council to dic- 
tate in what way the student shall be examined. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—I rather think it would be a 
good thing for the students themselves. At one time 
we were told that if the students had a written examina- 
tion it would be very much better for them. Perhaps 
the Principals of the Schools have changed their views 
now, and are not in such a hurry to have written 
examinations. The only drawback in adopting the 
written examination is the question of expense. We 
have now reached, under the present, Charter, the 
the maximum limit of our fees—13 guineas. lf you 
have a written examination you will have greater ex- 
penses and how are you going to meet them. 

Prof. Wauiey :—If you adopt this motion it is cer- 
tainly a very violent proceeding. It has always been the 
rule of this Council that no further rules should be made 
until due notice is given to all parties concerned. 

Mr. Huntina:—The time is May, 1894. 

Prof. WaLLEY:—Prof. Penberthy does not agree to 
that. 1 second the amendment that the date of the first 
examination be May, 1894. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—I wish to oppose that amend- 
ment, because I quite agree with what Sir Frederick 
FitzWygram says. Students are supposed to present a 
proper certificate when they enter College and why should 
they not be sy ty to a written examination! What 
harm can there be in it? I fail to see how there could 
be any. I think it is the greatest possible pity that we 
should submit to the humiliation of having such certifi- 
cates as have been shewn to-day. 

Mr. Huntina :—My amendment is: “ That in May 
1894, a written examination be adopted at the “A” ox. 
amination, and that at each successive examination, the 
classes A, B, and C, be respectively submitted to a 
written examination.” 

Prof. Wauury :—I will second that. 


The amendment was th t = 
en put and lost, and the original 


Notice or Motion 


_ Gen. Str Frevx. FitzWyeram handed i 
ing notice of motion, with regards to aeiemee Ay 
Law 9 “ That the President be requested to arrange the 
agenda after the minutes have been read, and sign an 
such order as may enable the more important business to 
be transacted earlier than is at psesent the case 

On the motion of Mr. TRIGGER, seconded ‘by Prof 


PENBERTHY a vote of thanks i 
to the President for his conduct in the chair > "TU 


years curriculum. Two years ago he proposed 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A general meeting of this society was held at the Bush 
Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday, the 10th of June. Mr. Pen- 
der, Lockerbie, the president, occupied the chair, and 
there were also present Professor Walley, Edinburgh ; 
Messrs. Rutherford, Edinburgh ; Thompson, Aspatria; 
Carlisle, Bell, J. Dawson, McKie, Young, Carlisle ; Mc- 
Intosh, Dumfries; Howe, Keswick; Donald, Wigton ; 
Croudace, Haltwhistle ; and J. Armstrong, Penrith, hon. 
secretary. 

EpucaTion. 

The Secretary stated that he wrote to Mr. Hill and 
told him the society were not satisfied with the way in 
which their petition for a more equitable representation 
upon the Council had been received. Mr. Hill wrote 
back saying it was read before the Council in the proper 
manner, and there was no discussion upon it. 

Mr. RurHerrorp said that at the annual meeting the 
other day in London the statement was broadly made 
that all the societies that had been communicated with ; 
on the education question had signified their assent to f 
the propositions issued by the Central Society in Lon- < 
don. He could speak for one society not having given 
their assent; and he was not aware that the Border 
Counties Society had done so. In all matters pertaining 
to the profession the Border Counties had always taken 
a prominent part, and this question was one which re- 
quired to be settled for some time to come. 

The Secretary read a letter he had received from Mr. 

Rogers upon the subject. 

Professor WALLEY said he might be able to give a few 
hints to the members which might be of use in discuss- 
ing this subject. Those who knew anything of the mat- 
riculation examination were bound to acknowledge that 
it was not what it should be. The string had never been 
drawn sufficiently tight to ensure that students were 
provided with a thoroughly liberal education. None of 
them in the schools objected to a more extended curricu- # 
lum in this respect. The only thing was that they q 
might go too far, and he might tell them, what perhaps : 
some were not aware of, that the present proposition be- 
fore the Council was that any quilllienins recognised by 
the General Medical Council shall be aceepted by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. When he was at 
first told this he at once agreed to the proposal, but he 
found on looking over the rules of the General Medical t 
Council that if they were put in force they would prac- : 
tically keep out men who would otherwise join. In fact 
the outlying districts would never be supplied with 
veterinary surgeons at all. They insisted upon a very 
standard indeed ; not only that, but they would not allow 
a man to pass two or three subjects only at once, but he 
must pass the whole of them. It they went as far as t 
they would put their foot upon veterinary students alto- 
gether ; a few could do it, but a great bulk could not; 
and when the matter came up for discussion he wo 
alter his position. It might said a good education 
was necessary, but they did not want to 7 on the same 
footing exactly in education with clergymen, physicians, 
&c. They wanted chiefly a good education in veterinary 
science. “Another point was as to the proposed four 

that the 
curriculum should be extended to four years, but his idea 
was different to that promulgated by the Central Society 
He thought that if a man had another year he ©? 


divide it amongst the present subjects—give one 


more 
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term to a second examination and two more terms toa 
third, and thus he would be enabled to get a more 
thorough grasp of the subjects in hand and turn out a 
good man. According to the present scheme they wanted 
not only to make it a four years curriculum but four 
examiuations, and to split up the various subjects. They 
did not propose to add much to what they were already 
doing, except perhaps zoology. He would go in with 
that ; but he thought it could be very well studied in the 
first year on the old lines. He felt that a four years 
study ought to be initiated. The percentage of students 
who got through in three years was very small indeed— 
he questioned if it was 15 per cent. And even good men 
acknowledged that more work was forced upon them in 


their last year’s course than they were able to grasp, and | 


so he wanted a couple more terms to the last year’s 
course. They alr to add one or two more subjects, 
but they had taken a very wise step and intended to 
limit botany, for example, to a study of six natural orders 
instead of requiring the study of many which were of no 
use at all. It was the same thing in zoology—they 
would study sufficient to enable them to know what 
animal life was ; and his impression was the same thing 
would have to be done in chemistry—at any rate organic 
chemistry. What would be done at the next Council 
meeting he did not pretend to say, except that the whole 
thing would be considered. 

Mr. McInrosu arguec. in favour of a good education, 
which, he said, was necessary to enable the profession 
to advance in the social scale, raising them more on a par 
with other professions. 

Mr. RutHERFoRD said this was a question they were 
asked to vote upon, and their vote would carry a certain 
amount of weight for or against the proposals now be- 
fore the Central Society. He agreed with Professor 
Walley that the present matriculation scheme was not 
satisfactory. As secretary of the Board of Examiners he 
was satisfied it did not sufficiently ascertain the educa- 
tional acquirements of the gentlemen who passed the 
examination. Most certainly if their qualifications were 
carefully examined he was satisfied a large percentage of 
those who passed the matriculation examination would 
be sent back for further study. (Hear, hear.) Corres- 
pondence he had had with several of these gentlemen 
proved to him that they were not English scholars. A 
man was none the worse a veterinary surgeon for being 
a good scholar in French, Greek, German, or Latin, but 
it was of prima facie importance that he should be a good 
English scholar. (Applause.) Not one in a hundred 
had his living to seek in a country where any other lan- 
guage but the Queen’s English was spoken. How was it 
that students who could not write or speak good English 
passed these examinations? It was an easy explanation, 
and the remedy was easy. Every school had the 
management of its own matriculation to acertain extent, 
and they did not know what questions students got or 
what value was to be placed upon them. That was the 
weak and vital point in the matriculation scheme. The 
only cure was for the questions to be set by the Royal 
College and the examinations to be conducted by the 
College officials. The four years scheme was a most 
serious matter. It was not four years education, but was 
four examinations ; and while they said the present 
scheme did not admit of thorough examination in three 
years subjects, they had actually in their four years 
scheme added material for other two years tuition. 

Professur WaLLEy : Only zoology is added. 

Mr. RutsHERFoRD said the proposal emanated from 
London, where they saw the question through London 
spectacles and London fog. (Laughter.) What did it 
mean?! It meant that a certain number of gentlemen 
were to enjoy professional fees; but would they in the 
country, who worked so much harder for smaller fees, be 
any better or worse? And were the fresh men going 


to be recompensed for a four years curriculum—a four 
years scheme of fees, and probably a six years residence 
at College? Was the game going to be worth the can- 
dle? He was of opinion that the present subjects em- 
braced in a three years scheme of examination all that 
was required. But he would strongly like to see added 
to each examination a written examination. This would 
meet the approbation of all parties. Those who said 
“they would have made a bad job in writing’’ were the 
men whose education was deficient, and here it is that 
the written examination was going to be the best test of 
educational qualifications. He was anxious to see the 
present scheme extended in that direction, because it had 
yet to be shown that the present three years scheme was 
a failure. He held it was not. 

Professor WALLEY pointed out that the matriculation 
examinations were carried oui by each College—in Lon- 
don by the Royal College of Preceptors, and in Scotland 
by the Educational Institute ; the schools had nothing 
to do with them. Three years ago he brought forwarda 
motion in Council, and carried it, that the percentage of 
marks for the English portion of the examination should 
be raised from thirty to fifty, and that in optional sub- 
jects such as Latin, French, German etc, it should be 30 or 
35. But at the next Council meeting the whole thing 
was remitted and quashed. As to the written examina- 
tions, they were part of the proposed scheme. 

Mr. H. THompson said a sound good English education 
must be the foundation, and with regard to the examina- 
tions, he thought they should be carried out by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in a similar way to the 
examinations of the Science and Art Department. 

The PrestpEnt said he quite agreed with the sugges- 
tion that a man should have a good English education ; it 
seemed to him that a three years course of study was 
quite sufficient to turn out a good practical man. There 
had been many good men who had vnly been two years 
at College. If there was a prospect of their rising to in- 
comes of £500 or £600 a year within a few years of leavy- 
ing College, then he would be in favour of a longer course, 
even five or six years. 

Mr. Hows considered students would be greatly bene- 
fitted by a short country practice before they went to 
College? 

Mr. CaRr iste said he would never allow a man into a 
Veterinary College unless he had been two or three years 
with a veterinary surgeon. Then he could get through 
his three years and be a good man. Frequently they 
went from behind a counter to the College, and had 
everything else taught them but the practical part of the 
work. He returned home full of education, but send for 
him into the country to bleed a horse or an old cow— 
could he do it ? hat these young men learned was 
thus at the expense of their employers. (Hear, hear.) 
Let them learn something before they went to College. 
He quite agreed that a man should be a good English 
scholar, and he could pick up what other languages he 
liked. But as for botany he did not think it was any 
kind of use. 

Mr. Rurnerrorp then moved “That this meeting 
recommends that a higher class matriculation examina- 
tion be imposed, the highest value to be placed on 
English.” 

Mr. J. Bet seconded the motion. It was essential 
that the standard of education should be raised in the 
profession. He felt that if he had not had the advan- 
tage of working under a practical man like Mr. C@flisle 
he would probably not have been in the position he held 
to-day. He had a very short curriculum at College. He 
was not there two years. He thought that a man witha 
good education ought to be able to do better work than 
one who had had an inferior education, and he had great 
pleasure in seconding the motion. 


The motion was carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Ruruzrrorp then moved “That the subject of 
a four years scheme, so far as examinations are con- 
cerned, has not been shown to be urgent; but that 
this society would like to see a written examination 
added to each table in the different examinations.” 

Mr, Youna seconded this motion, which was also 
carried, 

It was agreed to send copies of the resolutions to Mr. 
Hill and the Central Society. 


New MeEmBERs. 


Mr. Mclnrosu proposed that Mr. Campbell, Kirk- 
cudbright ; Mr. Lindsay, Dumfries; and Mr. Anderson, 
Hexham ; be elected members of the Society. The motion 
was seconded and carried. ; 

The Prestwpent then gave the annual address, which 
he had not been able to give at last meeting on account of 
his illness, 


“THE VETERINARY SURGEON.” 
By A. PenpEer, LocKERBIE. 


Man, of all creatures known, is the most complex and 
mysterious, and titted for the performance of a greater 
variety of functions than any other creature, and possibly 
may yet become fitted for the performance of functions 
of which at the present time no finite being has the 
slightest conception. It seems to me evident that what- 
ever may be the natural tendency, or inclination of being 
lower in the scale of existence, it is the nature of healthy 
man to improve what many be termed his present condi- 
tion, as if in obedience to laws drawing him onward and 
upward and gradually fitting him for higher and nobler 
service, and just as he becomes enlightened requirements 
are seen by him, new demands are made, and new callings 
instituted, then comes a gradually increasing demand for 
men specially fitted for their particular calling, and to 
supply that demand we find men being specially educa- 
ted and trained for the efficient performance of their 
special particular function. 

Of the various functions to be performed in an en- 
lightened community no two can be of equal value and 
importance, consequently those who follow certain callings 
are of greater value and importance than others, so we 
find in every well governed and well regulated com- 
munity every man to his own calling and in his own place, 
while there gradually disappears the Jack of all trades, 
aud the man who is at the same time his own master and 
his own shoeblack. It is not my intention to attempt to 
enumerate the various important functionaries at work 
on our own enlightened community, nor to set a compara- 
tive value on each. It is sufficient for my purpose at 
present to observe that those whose function it is to 
attend to that which more directly affects the health, 
safety, prosperity, and general well being of a community 
are functionaries held by the intelligent members of ail 
classes of society as the more important, valuable, and 
honourable. Surely no one at the present day can doubt 
that the prosperity and general well-being of a com- 
munity chiefly depends on the healthy condition of its 
members, individually and collectively, and that the 
health of the people must greatly depend upon the kind 
and quality of the food upon which they live. 

It is not at all necessary to enquire as to how the 
habits and customs of people are formed, or how they 
may have adopted or selected and become accustomed to 
certain articles of diet; for our present purpose it is 
sufficient to note that the food of the people in this coun- 
try very largely consists of the produce of the cow, in one 
form or another, and of the flesh of the same species of 
the shee and of the pig. Obviously then the health of 

people of this country must largely depen 
healthy condition of own named, The 


ary entrusted with the treatment of those animals when 
suffering from injury or disease, and to give advice as to 
the best means of getting rid of disease and preventing 
a recurrence is certainly one of considerable importance, 
and in every enlightened and well ordered community is 
one who has undergone special training for the eflicient 
performance of his important duties. This functionary, 
gentlemen, is “ The Veterinary Surgeon.” 

Now I would observe in the first place, gentlemen, that 
the veterinary surgeon being a professional man is con- 
sequently a gentleman—a genuine man, and his fitness 
for the satisfactory performance of his duties in the 
community must almost entirely depend upon his charac- 
ter and training. It gives me therefore much pleasure 
to notice that the important subjects of veterinary edu- 
cation and professional conduct are now and have for 
some time been engaging the attention of some mem- 
bers of the professioun—members who have achieved a 
name anda position, whose voice we may expect will be 
listened to, and their precepts followed. I trust they will 
continue to engage the attention of every member of the 
profession, and both in the present and in the future. 

Regarding veterinary education I consider it is un- 
necessary for me to make any allusion to the subjects 
taught at our Colleges as these have already been well 
considered, I would only say that in my opinion a four 
years curriculum, however desirable it might be, if without 
state aid or substantial aid from some source, so that the 
outlay would be no more thanat present by a three years 
course, would result in a considerable lessening of the 
number of students of that class or those classes from 
which generally come the best all-round practitioners— 
the best for country practice at all events ; where a sub- 
stantial veterinary surgeon is wanted, and not a veterin- 
ary “masher.” I think, gentleman, that any sensible 
man would hesitate a little before spending so much 
money on a brilliant son as a four years course would 
necessitate, as he would nevertheless have to meet an 
additional outlay in a premium to some practitioner, in 
order that he might be fitted to engage in general prac- 
tice. 

My opinion is that a three years course at a College 
with a thorough clinique would be more likely to turn 
ont men better fitted to practise than a four or even a 
five yezrs course without a proper clinique. What are 
the public to think of the young veterinary surgeon who 
has just got his diploma, setting forth that he is fit to 
practise veterinary surgery and medicine, when they 
make the discovery that he has never castrated a bull or 
a colt in his life, that he has never bled a horse or cow, 
never passed a catheter, and so on. May I ask what are 
his teachers and his examiners to think, and what can 
the young man think himself? I might be told that he 
is expected to have served an apprenticeship with a good 
practitioner, and learned to. fen all kinds of opera- 
tions commonly required of a general practitioner, to 
diagnose cases &c. before engaging in practice for him- 
self. I am afraid considerable numbers would require to 
serve a pretty long apprenticeship. But the question 1s 
this: Why should a man be required to learn that which 
his diploma sets forth he can already do, or rather why 
should a man get a document setting forth that he 1s 
qualified to do that which he has yet tolearn. I think it 
is somewhat premature to extend the curriculum, when 
so very recently the man whose sole training in the vet- 
erinary art consisted in five years hararding and exper! 
menting was considered sufficiently qualified by those 1 
authority to be entrusted with the medical and surgical 
treatment of the live stock of this enlightened com- 
munity. But if I could be convinced that the veterinary 
surgeon would be sufficiently remunerated for his study 
and outlay I would give my support to a movement to 
extend the curriculum to not only four years but a five 
years course. 
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I have already observed that a veterinary surgeon be- 
ing a professional man must from the very nature of his 
calling be an honourable man, a gentleman, a genuine 
man on whom the public may place the fullest confidence 
in all matters regarding which his advice or assistance is 
sought. We do not require to look to other professions 
for our guidance as to professional conduct, there is a 
rule by which every honourable man, every man of sound 
mind and principle squares his actions, a rule which is 
invaluable but which costs nothing and which no man 
can part with and retain his honour and true manliness 
—the golden rule. We therefore do not hear of any pro- 
fessional man worthy of the name doing anything dis- 
honourable to his neighbour. I shall not attempt to 
enumerate all that might be considered dishonourable con- 
duct. A clever practitioner might do many dishonourable 
things, but do themin such a way as to be almost beyond 
detection, and it is wonderful what can be done by a man 
of tact amongst a gullible people. 

But there are certain matters which Professor Pen- 
berthy lately so ably referred to and which have since 
been very ably discussed—matters which must have given 
every member of the profession serious consideration. 
Amongst those enumerated are “ advertising,” regarding 
which I would only say that in my opinion there is pro- 
fessional and unprofessional advertising; but as to 
“ soliciting practice from clients of other practitioners,” 
Ishould say that the veterinary surgeon who does so or 
anything akin to it, disgraces himself ar.d dishonours the 

rofession to which he belongs. The matter of answer- 
ing queries of correspondents in lay press should, I think, 
be condemned all round. As to the use of the College 
crest and arms, I think it is a very simple way of enabling 
the public to distinguish a veterinary surgeon by 
examination, from a veterinary practitioner by registra- 
tion. 

There is another matter which | should like to refer 
to, and that is what I would term * Unprofessional inter- 
ference with another man’s practice.” It appears that 
some people would incline to defend such conduct under 
certain circumstances. Poverty they say ought to be look- 
ed upon as a justifiableexcuse. I have heard it said that 
it takes a few generations for man to become reconciled 
to ideas of justice. But I do not think that the idea pre- 
vails to any great extent at this time of day, that poverty 
is a justifiable excuse for robbery. I should say that the 
veterinary surgeon whatever his age or his circumstances, 
who commences practice in a town or district where there 
is already a veterinary surgeon in practice, and where 
evidently there cannot be a suitable sufficient professional 
income for both from veterinary practice alone, must be 
held to be guilty of an injustice to his neighbour, and 
consequently of unprofessional conduct, “ of conduct dis- 
graceful to him in a professional respect.”’ 

Man, and especially a professional man, ought surely 
to bear about with him at all times unmistakeable evi- 
dence that he is guided and regulated by higher and 
nobler motives than the lower animals. Something 
superior to the law of survival of the fittest—the fittest 
to obtain the mastery and ascendency over his neigh- 
bours, and that too by whatever means may be deemed 
advisable for his own safety and security. If we would 
raise the status of the profession it must be raised in 
the estimation of the public by raising the character of 
its members individually, and to effect this steps must be 
taken to insure that none but those who have given satis- 
factory evidence as to their character should be admitted 
to its ranks, and every one on obtaining his diploma 
— be required to subscribe his name to a professional 

e. 

_A professional man is at all times and wherever we find 
him—a gentleman. Therefore it is that at meetings of 
this kind the most diffident may freely give expression to 
his opinions in his own way, without fear of cDing forth 


cattle. 


any cynical snarl or derisive remark. There is no scorn- 
ful look, or contemptuous curl of the lip ; no one gets up 
with all his majesty and might to snub some wellmean- 
ing speaker in one telling sentence, and no one need be 
afraid of cold-hearted, stinging criticism. No one is 
afraid to give his neighbour information on professional 
matters lest his neighbour should use it against him ; no 
one is afraid of being robbed of his discoveries or inven- 
tions ; neither is plagiarism known, because the veterinary 
surgeon is a professional man—a gentleman—a genuine 
man. No amount of secular training will never make a 
gentleman. I have heard it said the most important 
thing to do before cooking a hare is to get a hare. So I 
shall say the most important thing to do before making 
a professional man is to get a gentleman. 

Before concluding there is another matter, a very 
important one, I should like to refer to,and that is the 
matter of fees. I think it would be most advantageous 
to the profession generally if we had drawn out a scale of 
fees for visits, attendance, night and day, for opera- 
tions &c. ; so that there might be no such thing as one 
man charging perhaps one half that of another in much 
the same position. 

I am pleased to think that the profession is now wak- 
ing up, and moving onward in the right direction, and 
so long as we do so faithfully and well we shall have the 
confidence and esteem of the public, which the veterinary 
surgeon ought to command. 


On the motion of Mr. Bet, the President was warmly 
thanked for his address. 


Dentat DiskasEs AND DENTITION IN HoRSES AND 


CATTLE. 


A thesis on this subject was given by Mr. Henry 
Thompson, the subject being illustrated with diagrams 
the jaws of a horse and a cow, and a large number of 
teeth, dental appliances, etc. 

The subject is one in which Mr. Thompson has ac- 
quired a wide experience and reputation. Cases of 
diseased teeth, elongations and overgrowth, he observed, 
were more belonging to town practitioners than to 
country practitioners, and consequently the former had 
more opportunities of studying diseases and malforma.- 
tions of the teeth than surgeons had in the country. 
When he was at college, 32 years ago, he never re- 
membered hearing a lecture on dentition in horses or 
He had two or three years’ practice before that, 
and he never saw any young horses brought to the place 
to have the crowns or shells removed. He described his 
first case, and said after that he gave a deal of attention 
to the subject, and he had instruments made for remov- 
ing these shells. He thought that even yet there was not 
sufficient attention paid to the removal of the shells in 
young horses and cattle, more particularly in horses ris- 
ing three years, when the horse suffered more than at any 
other time. Owing to the formation of a horse’s teeth, 
he regarded it as a grain-eating animal, and he would not 
give crushed oats to a horse with good teeth, but would 
prefer to give it oats just as they are, so that they might 
have the pleasure of masticating and mixing the salivary 
juices with the starchy elements to act in the first pro- 
cess of digestion. If this was more frequently followed 
there would not be so many cases of derangement of the 
stomach. Some horses suffered much from uneven growth 
of teeth. After the milk teeth were cast then they inust 
look for the various diseases and derangements which were 
common to horses. In casting the temporary teeté, he 
generally found that the second temporary molar was 
cast before the first one ; and the other day he hada case 
where he removed both together. The horse at three 
years’ old cast two central incisors, the first and second 
molar, and got his fifth molar. It cast the temporary 
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teeth and got 16 permanent teeth. Therefore it had a 
deal to go endl and horses of fine nervous organiza- 
tion must suffer very greatly. This was about the time 
that chorea was met with. Dentition, through reflex 
action, had more to do with chorea, stringhalt and other 
diseases than anything else he could name. If the shells 
were not removed, and the animals could not masticate 
their food properly, they began to look in a very 
miserable condition—with 16 permanent teeth coming, 
and 12 temporary molars thrown off. We found them 
sometimes having diarrhoea, a long shabby coat, and it is 
said they sometimes had a cough. By taking the forceps 
and removing the shells it was astonishing what an effect 
it had. It was said a horse suffered more when four 
ears’ old than when he was three. But he thought the 
looked worse because of what he had to go through 
when three years’ old. He went on describing the 
stages in the growth of the teeth. Speaking of diseases, 
etc., he said many teeth suffered through foreign sub- 
stances in food. He had met with only one instance of 
a carious tooth. He dealt at length upon the removal of 
teeth, exhibiting appliances of his own invention, and 
others. He did not use chloroform, because he could 
remove the tooth before the animal could be got 
under the influence of chloroform. He did not approve 
of the hammer and punch for taking teeth out. He had 
tried it once or twice, but would never try it again. 
Cattle suffered similarly to horses. He had seen well- 
bred heifers cast their temporary incisors at one year 
three months. He knew a bull now which had six per- 
manent incisors, and it was only two years three months. 
If the shells were not removed when ready they caused 
diarrhea, and the cattle were rough coated, tight in the 
hide and did very poorly. As a rule he generally looked 
at young animals before they went out to grass, and 
again when they came in at the back end of the year. 
He had taken 70 or 80 shells off at one place, just by in- 
serting his hand in the mouth and going round the jaw. 
A protracted discussion followed. 


Prof. WALLEy said he did not agree with Mr. Thompson 
as to the use of the punch. He hoped to use it many 
times yet. He exhibited an instrument made by a 
Mr. Crawford, in the South of Scotland, for cutting 
through teeth. It was in the shape of a very powerful 
chisel, in a guard, and worked by hand levers. 


Mr. Dawson said the removal of the crowns was a 
new idea of science. It was not done in the human 
subject, and it was done without before. It would be 
well to have the opinion of the company as to its necessity. 
The crowns were the natural protection of the teeth up 
to a certain age, and if a stereotyped rule was observed 
in removing them they made a mistake. He also con- 
sidered it an evil to draw the teeth of horses to make 
them a year older in appearance. 


Mr. Armstrone said Mr. Thompson, was one of the 
first to take up the subject of dentition in this district, 
There were plenty of non-professional men who went 
round the district pretending to know all about the 
subject. He mentioned the case of a celebrated quack 
who tried to remove a temporary molar from a two year 
old horse, and left the animal unwell for nine months 
afterwards. With regard to cattle, had Mr. Thompson 
ever found the molars come irregularly? Had he ever 
found the third molar wanting removal before the second ? 
He came across such a case the other day. He mentioned 
the case of an assistant whom he sent to see a two year 
old heifer. The young man opened her mouth, saw that 
the teeth were black, and he set to work and pulled the 
teeth out until he broke the animal’s jaw, and she died 
of starvation. (Laughter.) It was high time something 
was done in regard to education in dentition. 

Mr. Hows recalled cases of maltreatment on the part 


of peregrinating cattle doctors, through their ignorance, 


He also condemnend the practice of drawing the teeth 
of a horse to make it look older. 

Mr. RutHerrForp said these quack cattle doctors could 
not make salt to their kale in Scotland; the reason they 
thrived in England must be because the English people 
were more gullible. (Laughter.) 

The PresipeNtT said with regard to the removal of 
teeth, that it was done only where necessary, through 
serious damage or disease. 

Mr. THompson replied on the discussion. He only 
removed the crowns where he thought they were a source 
of disease; or where he saw the new permanent tooth 
sticking out of the gum, and the crown sticking above 
that, then it was time the crown was off. He never 
bothered with cattle that were feeding and doing well, 
and in good condition, they were able to throw their own 
shells. It was not a new profession. } 

Mr. Thompson was then accorded the very best thanks 
of the meeting with applause, for bringing such an im- 
portant subject before the members. 

A vote of thanks to the President, brought the meeting 
to a close. 

Joun Armstrone, Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


(Inpsa) 


WAYS THAT ARE STRANGE. 


Every one who knows anything of the inner 
working of the Transport, Remount and Horse- 
Breeding Departments of the Government of India, 
will agree with the spirit in which a correspondent 
has, a day or two ago, protested against the waste of 
money deliberately incurred by the Government in 
neglecting to take veterinary advice about its pur- 
chases until it is too late. There are three ways of 
purchasing horses and ascertaining their soundness 
and fitness for service. One is to depute combatant 
and veterinary officers together to select and approve 
of the animals. The second is to send a veterinary 
officer only to pass the animals, and then purchase 
them; and the third a combatant officer only to 
purchase the animals and take the chance of their 
soundness. The first is the most expensive at the 
outset, and the third much the most expensive in the 
long run, and the only one of three alternatives 
which does not ensure that the animals purchased 
are worth buying. This is probably the reason that 
Government selects it; and employs combatant 
officers only to purchase animals at fairs,-or to g° 
mares’-nesting in South Africa. In no other depart- 
ment of any kind of business in the world, than 
that which supplies horse flesh for the needs of 
Government, can we conceive of such an anomaly 
being persisted in, in spite of repeated lessons and 
warnings. All servants of Government may, from 
the point of view necessary to the discussion of this 
matter, be divided into two classes. One small class, 
the officers of the Army Veterinary Department, 
have special professional qualifications which enable 
them to decide upon the soundness and fitness of a 
horse for military purposes. This is their business, 
demanding scientific knowledge and profess!0 
experience, which they have worked for years 
attain, and for the use of which Government p4y® 
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them salaries and gives them rank and decorations. 
The other class of Government servants are the bulk 
of officials, civil, military, uncovenanted, provincial 
subordinate, etc., who may or may not have culti- 
vated a certain amateur knowledge of equine 
diseases and anatomy, but whose opinion has no 
professional value Now, having these two classes 
of servants, Government has to select from one or 
the other agents to purchase horses for its service, 
with a special view, of course, to their soundness 
and fitness; and the Government of India selects 
for this purpose men of the second class referred to; 
and not those who have spent their lives in getting 
the expert knowledge required. 


The instructions of the Supreme Government re- 
garding the establishment of the new Civil Veteri- 
nary Department recently sanctioned are now in the 
hands of the Provincial Governments. Civil and 
Military Gazette (India.) 


Mr. Rayment, officiating Inspector General, Civil 
Veterinary Department, pays a flying visit to the 
Babugarh Depot this week to inspect the Govern- 
ment stallions returning from the districts for the 
close season, 


Veterinary-Captain Gunn has been appointed 
Superintendent of the Civil Veterinary Department 
in Bengal. 


It is contemplated to appvint Veterinary Captain 
Short, now Stationed at Barrackpore, who has been 
performing the duties of Remount Veterinary Sur- 
geon at Calcutta during tke 1st cold weather as 
heaa both of the Berar and the Central Provinces, 
Veterinary Departments. This officer was transferred 
from Bombay to Bengal last year. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES, 


DEATH FROM GLANDERS. 


Mr. Samuel F. Langham, coroner for the City, 
held an inquiry on the 22nd inst. at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital with reference to the death of Margaret 
Bristow, aged twenty-four years, wife of an ostler 
nee at 10 Compton Mews, who died on Wednes- 

ay. 
Henry Edward Bristow, the husband, deposed 
that he occupied two rooms over stables in the above 
mews. His wife and two children lived with him. 
There were a number of horses in the stable under- 
neath, and about a fortnight ago two were taken ill. 
The deceased was taken ill three weeks ago last 
Friday, and on the 13th inst., by advice of Dr. 
Steel, she was removed to the hospital. 

Ernest Clayton, of 37 Sidworth Street, Regent’s 
Square, cab proprietor, stated that on Thursday Mr. 
Shaw. veterinary surgeon to the London County 
Council, called on him and gave him a licence to 
have his horse slaughtered, as it was suffering from 


glanders. The other two horses were not suffering 
from the complaint. He had the other two horses 
killed without consulting a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. William Somers Reid, veterinary surgeon, 
deposed that after the first horse was slaughtered he 
examined the others and found one was suffering 
from glanders. He had never known a case of a 
man or woman directly contracting the disease. 

Dr. Frederick Johnson. house-physican, stated 
that a post-mortem examination revealed that the 
deceased suffered from glanders, and that that was 
the cause of death, Using water from a pail that 
had been used for a glandered horse, when one bad 
a superticial wound, weuld be sufficient to give the 
disease. Another woman from the same mews was 
at present in the hospital suffering from the same 
complaint. The jury returned a verdict of death 
from glanders, and expressed an opinion that there 
was gross carelessness on the part of the proprietor 
of the stables. 


GLANDERS IN LONDON, 
A Tramway Company FINE. 


The North Metropolitan Tramways Company were on 
Wednesday afternoon summoned before Mr. Bros at the 
North London Police Court for failing to give statutory 
notice of the existence of glandered horses in their stables 
at Stamford Hill. 

The prosecution was taken up by the London Count 
Council (for whom Mr. Roberts appeared), and Mr. God. 
frey appeared for the company. 

Mr. Roberts said there were eight separate summonses 
in respect of eight different horses. In consequence of 
the death of a driver in the employ of the company from 
glanders, inquiries were instituted, and eight horses, all 
glandered and some farcied were found in a stable, isola- 
ted from the rest of the horses. No notice had been 
given the County Council in either case, and the only 
reason he could give for this was that the general meet- 
ing of the shareholders was at hand, and the directors did 
not want to show a large deficit in their live stock. 

Mr. Godfrey :—That is not so ; and the cases of alleged 
glanders were only supposititious. 

Mr. Henry King Shaw, F.R.C.V.S., was called, and 
said he was one of the Inspectors under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, in the employ of the London 
County Council. He went to the stables and found 
eight horses infected as stated. Some had farcy buds, 
broken and unbroken, and all had a discharge at the 
nostrils, indicating glanders. This must have been 
re for at least a week before he visited the 

ace. 

By Mr. Godfrey :—Notices had been given in other 
cases. He had not noticed a disposition on the part of 
the defendant company to hide the disease. 

By the Magistrate:—Glanders might be taken by 
human beings. 

Mr. Roberts :—And once a man has the disease there 
is no eradicating it. 

Mr. Godfrey called no witnesses for the defence. 

Mr. Bros, in deciding the case, said it could not begroo 
generally known that glanders was a dangerous disease— 
a terrible disease-—and it was most important that this 
Act, which made it imperative that notice of every case 
should be given to the inspector, should be carried out to 
the letter. The full penalty of £5 and 2s. costs would be 
imposed in each case—in all, £40 16s.—half of this going 
to the London County Council. 
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PROFESSIONAL REMUNERATION. 


A correspondent writes this week that under the 
heading of * Poor Law Notices” in The General 
Advertiser (Dublin) of the 23rd inst appeared the 
following :— (The italics are ours). 


BALLINA UNION. 
BALLINA DISPENSARY DISTRICT. 

The Commrrree of above District will, on WEDNESDAY, 
the 27th instant, proceed to elect a properly-qualified 
OFFICER, at a salary of 
One Hundred and Twenty Pounds per annum, and 
Twenty Pounds as Officer of Health, together with usual 

Registration and Vaccination Fees. 

Substitute to be paid by Officer during leave of absence 
{except in case of sickness). 

The Committee at same time will also elect a PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL CHEMIST, at a Salary of Thirty Pounds 
a year. 

Applications, accompanied by copies of testimonials, will 
be received by me up to date of election. 

T. C. PERKINS, Hon. Sec. 


PORTUMNA UNION. 
VETERINARY INSPECTOR WANTED. 

The Boarp or Guanpians of the above Union, acting as 
the Local Authority thereof under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts, 1878 to 1890, will, at their 
Meeting to be held on SATURDAY, the 6th day of 
AUGUST proximo, proceed to appoint a duly qualified 
ETERINARY SURGEON to the above 

Office, in the room of Mr. Freeman, resigned, at a 

Salary of Fifteen Pounds per annum. 

Applications endorsed ‘ Veterinary Inspectorship ” will be 
received by me, or may be deposited in the Letter-bor, Union 
Workhouse, up to Twelve o’clock on the above-named day. 

By Order, D. J. PURCELL, 
Acting Clerk to the Local Authority. 

Clerk’s Office, Union Workhouse, 

19th July, 1892. 


Communications, Books, AND Parers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
J. MclI. McCall, J. Owen, T. F. Spencer, W. Mole, 8. 
Bailey, E. W. Bovett ; ‘‘ The General Advertiser ” (Dublin), 
People” (Wexford). 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres 


Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., m.v., B.S8.C., L.V.8C. 
Of Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, a.n.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coll. 
Borper Counties V.M.S. 
on. See: r. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumbe 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and a 
Caucurra V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Centra, V.M. 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, .n.c.v.s., 


13 Winchester Street, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, .n.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, Lond .W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
on. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmo 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and Tuly. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.R.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, M.8.¢.v.8., 7 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, ¥.x.c.v.s., Standish Gate, Wigan. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, M.8.c.v.s., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. E. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Market Rasen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.R.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mripianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Barling, m.n.c.v.s., Ross, Hereford 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


NatrionaL VEtr. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 
Glasgow 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: Mr. D. Weir, M.R.c.v.8., 
89 Grant-street, Glasgow 


Norru or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, m.n.c.v.s., Sunderland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s8., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Lepper, m.n.c.v.s., Aylesbury. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m..c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royan Scortisu V.S8. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshir 


VETERINARY M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. F. Wilson. 


Scorrish Merropouitan V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, ¥.x.c.v.s., Coupar-Angns. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, .nr.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Sovurn DurHam anp Nortu Yorksuire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. F. R. Stevens, m.n.c.v.s., Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SovurHern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.2.c.v.s., Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, .x.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn Waites anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, .n.c.v.s, Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec: Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.r.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. H, Elder, .n.c.v.s., Taunton, Somerset 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, w.n.c.v.8., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glasgo¥ 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.R.c.v.8., West Nile-st. Glasgo¥ 


YorksHire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, M.R.0.v.s., 

110 North-street, Leeds. 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, M.R.c.v.s., 4 
Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 
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